
What's going on here, then?

Two artists – Rachel Smith and Bryan Eccleshall – 
are making a film for an art festival that will be 
taking place in Cambridge later in the year. 
They're filming themselves reading out a lot of 
computer code. They're happy for you to listen in, 
but would rather not be disturbed when they're 
doing the reading itself.

What's the festival?

It's called art:language:location and takes place between October 17th 
and November 3rd at venues throughout Cambridge. If you're here then, 
you'll probably bump into all sorts of stuff.

Sounds interesting, where can I find out about other events and art work?

Like any cultural event these days, there are myriad ways of finding out 
what's going on.

Website: http://artlanguagelocation.wordpress.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ArtLanguageLocation
Twitter: Follow @art_lang_loc or Search for #ALL2013

Okay,so much for the festival, what are Rachel and Bryan up to?

In 1969 Roger Waters (of Pink Floyd, who formed in Cambridge), wrote a 
song called 'Grantchester Meadows'. It's a gentle acoustic song, 
featuring the sounds of birds splashing and so on. It's on the otherwise 
experimental double LP Ummagumma. 

Rachel and Bryan have brought some of the experimental attitude to bear 
on is most conventional of songs. They've turned a PDF file of the song's 
chorus into the computer code that actually makes up the instructions for 
displaying the contents of the file.1 

It's this that they're reading out. When the footage is compiled as a 
single film it is likely to be upwards of four hours long. It's this film 
that will be on display throughout the festival, though the artists will 
be performing an excerpt on October 26th. See the a:l:l website for 
details.
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DECODING GRANTCHESTER MEADOWS

1 The chorus is as follows: Hear the lark and harken to the barking of the dog fox, gone 
to ground. See the splashing of the kingfisher flashing to the water. And a river of 
green is sliding unseen beneath the trees, laughing as it passes through the endless 
summer making for the sea.
This has been processed by changing the extension of the file name from .pdf to .txt. 
When this re-named file is opened, it is a large document of numbers, letters and symbols 
rather than a small document with a few lines of comprehensible text. You can do this 
with jpegs as well, but if it's a big file, don't be surprised if your computer freezes. 
Do it at your own risk. We are indebted to the book 'Uncreative Writing' by Kenneth 
Goldsmith for revealing this possibility.

http://artlanguagelocation.wordpress.com/
http://artlanguagelocation.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ArtLanguageLocation
https://www.facebook.com/ArtLanguageLocation

